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A piece of information is really defined only by what 
it's related to, and how it's related. 

The structure is everything.  
There are billions of neurons in our brains, but what 
are neurons? Just cells. The brain has no 
knowledge until connections are made between 
neurons.  
All that we know, all that we are, comes from the 
way our neurons are connected.

Tim Berners-Lee, inventor of the World Wide Web
(Weaving the web, 1999)

“

”



CDEC Digital Library - LOD Project

http://digital-library.cdec.it/cdec-web/


40.000 fotografie 
analogiche e digitali

1200 registrazioni  
video 

300m lin. di  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27.000 volumi

2200 collezioni  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700 registrazioni  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 61.600
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2016
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Primo Levi

Primo Levi

Primo Levi

Primo Levi

Primo Levi

Primo Levi

Db deportati ebrei dall’Italia

Db antifascisti e  partigiani ebrei 
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Informazioni sparse, frammentate, ripetute… scollegate
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Tenente 7a Div. 
GL…

Deportato ad Auschwitz il …

Autore di “Se questo è un uomo” …

Intervista sull’attività partigiana…

Lettere di Primo Levi a Bianca Guidetti…

Ritratti fotografici di Primo Levi
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“…le  fil  rouge” 

Le persone 
Le memorie

I documenti

Le fotografie
Le testimonianze 



La banca dati delle vittime della Shoah in Italia



Persona PersecuzioneDatabase

30 campi

18942 records

9042  vittime

9900 genitori vittime

place of  arrest
date of  arrest 
arrested by Italians/Germans 
ddetention(s) place(s)
date of  deportation
convoy departure place
convoy number
nazi camp(s) of  internment
camp serial number 
death/liberation date 
death/liberation place
[…]

name
surname
date of  birth 
place of  birth
country
nationality
father’s name
mother’s name
consort’s name
residence
position
[…]

Dati  





SHOAH Ontology



Event:Event	

person	

event:sub_event	

lode:involvedAgent	

place	 Organiza8on	

lode:involvedOrganiza8on	

dc:type	

dc:date	

dc:descrip8on	

Shoah:place	

L'attività partigiana e la event ontology 



Integrazione

Voci di indice

DB donatori

DB partigiani

Authority  
Person

DB 
Deportati

18924 record

5000 ca. record

informazioni verificate

informazioni da verificare e incomplete 
DB fotografi



Le   piattaforme

Piattaforma per la descrizione degli archivi 

Piattaforma di gestione dei dati 



Primo Levi

Primo Michele Levi  
 
Damiano Malabaila 

“Ferrero”

Varianti / same as

ID univoco

La riconciliazione dei nomi



La riconciliazione dei nomi



La riconciliazione dei nomi



La riconciliazione dei nomi



La riconciliazione dei nomi

http://digital-library.cdec.it/cdec-web/persone/detail/person-5002/levi-primo.html


“The best thing to do with your data will be thought of by someone else." (Rufus Pollock)

Il riuso dei dati

select	dis)nct		?label		?gender	?labelArrestPlace	?deathDescrip)on	where		
{?p	a	foaf:Person;	foaf:gender	?gender;	rdfs:label	?label;	<h<p://da).cdec.it/lod/shoah/
persecu)on>	?persec.	
?persec	a	<h<p://da).cdec.it/lod/shoah/Persecu)on>;	<h<p://da).cdec.it/lod/shoah/
arrestPlace>	?arrestPlace;	<h<p://da).cdec.it/lod/shoah/deathInItaly>	?death;	<h<p://
da).cdec.it/lod/shoah/deathDescrip)onIntegra)on>	?deathDescrip)on.	
?arrestPlace	rdfs:label	?labelArrestPlace;	rdfs:label	?labelDeathDescrip)on.	
	
FILTER	(REGEX(STR(?labelArrestPlace),	'Roma','i')).	
	
}	order	by	asc(?label)?label	
	
LIMIT	10000	



LOD NAVIGATOR by DH-FBKIl riuso dei dati



Query SQARQL

select distinct ?IRI ?Name ?Country ?BirthPlace ?ArrestPlace ?CampName from <http://dati.cdec.it/lod/
shoah/>  where {?IRI a <http://xmlns.com/foaf/0.1/Person>; rdfs:label ?Name; <http://dati.cdec.it/lod/bio-
ext/birthPlace> ?Birth. ?Birth rdfs:label ?BirthPlace.

?Birth <http://xmlns.com/foaf/0.1/country> ?Country.

FILTER(?Country != 'Italia').

OPTIONAL{

 ?IRI <http://dati.cdec.it/lod/shoah/persecution> ?pers.

 ?pers <http://dati.cdec.it/lod/shoah/arrestPlace> ?arr. ?arr rdfs:label ?ArrestPlace.

 ?pers <http://dati.cdec.it/lod/shoah/toNaziCamp> ?camp. ?camp rdfs:label ?CampName.


}

} ORDER BY ?Country

http://dati.cdec.it/esempi.html


http://lod.xdams.org/sparql?default-graph-uri=&query=select+distinct+?IRI+?Name+?Country+?BirthPlace+?ArrestPlace+?CampName+from+%3Chttp://dati.cdec.it/lod/shoah/%3E++where+%7B?IRI+a+%3Chttp://xmlns.com/foaf/0.1/Person%3E;+rdfs:label+?Name;+%3Chttp://dati.cdec.it/lod/bio-ext/birthPlace%3E+?Birth.+?Birth+rdfs:label+?BirthPlace.%0D%0A?Birth+%3Chttp://xmlns.com/foaf/0.1/country%3E+?Country.%0D%0AFILTER(?Country+!=+'Italia').%0D%0AOPTIONAL%7B%0D%0A+?IRI+%3Chttp://dati.cdec.it/lod/shoah/persecution%3E+?pers.%0D%0A+?pers+%3Chttp://dati.cdec.it/lod/shoah/arrestPlace%3E+?arr.+?arr+rdfs:label+?ArrestPlace.%0D%0A+?pers+%3Chttp://dati.cdec.it/lod/shoah/toNaziCamp%3E+?camp.+?camp+rdfs:label+?CampName.%0D%0A%0D%0A%7D%0D%0A%7D+ORDER+BY+?Country&format=text/html&timeout=0&debug=on


Descriptions indexes (CFP, Places)

Descriptions indexes (CFP, Places) 

Descriptions indexes (CFP, Places) 
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Reasoning  
Collegamento con gli Archivi CDEC

xDamsPerson/5002  
(openDams) 



http://cdec-opendams.xdams.net/ods-cdec/


xDams - look up

http://cdec.xdams.net/xdams-cdec/editing/cdecxDamsPhoto001/docEdit.html?physDoc=47731&thePne=c&pos=3&selid=3se442cc0984211a01#nogo


Risultati  

precisione dell’information retrieval

completezza dell’ informazione

arricchimento della conoscenza 



EHRI provides online access to information 
about dispersed sources relating to the 
Holocaust through its Online Portal, and tools 
and methods that enable researchers and 
archivists to collaboratively work with such 
sources. 

https://portal.ehri-project.eu/European 
Holocaust 
Research  

Infrastructure

https://ehri-project.eu

https://portal.ehri-project.eu/
https://portal.ehri-project.eu/
https://ehri-project.eu


Come cambia la 
ricerca? 

LA RICERCA

“… turn the narrative into data amenable to computational 
processing. Significantly, this process is exactly the opposite of 
what historians usually do, namely to create narratives from data by 
emploting source material, evidence, and established facts into a 
narrative”.

Todd Presner, The Ethics of Algorithm. Close and Distant Listening to 
the Shoah Foundation Visual History Archive, 2014 (http://
www.toddpresner.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/
Presner_Ethics_Dec2014.pdf)



52,000 testimonies, 100,000 hours of video footage, a database of some 6 million records.  
The Shoah Foundation’s Visual History Archive is the largest archive of Holocaust
testimony in the world.

Visual History Archive 
USC Shoah Foundation



Progetto “Memoria della Salvezza” Fondazione CDEC Data  

Narrative L. Picciotto, “Salvarsi”, Einaudi, Torino 2017 

Esempio



“With about 110,000 hours of survivor testimony, it would take a viewer 24 years to watch every testimony, assuming 
one watched 12 hours a day, 365 days of the
year (and could understand 39 different languages). The scope of the archive—that is, its sheer scale
measured in terms of hours of testimony—is not readily comprehensible to the human facilities of
listening.”  
 
Thus the database exists to organize, categorize, and search the content of the testimony based on a series 
of parameters.  
The visualizations […] attempt to extrapolate the "whole" of the data in the
database (which is—and this is critically important—a very different thing than the “whole” of the event
called “the Holocaust”).

“We have lost ‘the ability to exchange experiences’ or tell stories precisely 
because the scale, scope, and depth of modernist events doesn’t reflect or cannot be captured by the 
structures of storytelling in a realistic mode of narration”

Todd Presner, The Ethics of Algorithm. Close and Distant 
Listening to the Shoah Foundation Visual History Archive, 
2014 (http://www.toddpresner.com/wp-content/uploads/
2014/12/Presner_Ethics_Dec2014.pdf)



Wolfgang Manasse



Grazie !
laurabrazzo@cdec.it

http://digital-library.cdec.it/

mailto:laurabrazzo@cdec.it
http://digital-library.cdec.it/

